The Criminal Procedure (Insanity and Unfitness to Plead) Act, 1991. A case report and selected review of the legal reforms.
Procedures relating to Insanity and Fitness to Plead are reviewed with special emphasis on the problems encountered with previous legislation. The introduction of the new Criminal Procedure (Insanity and Unfitness to Plead) Act 1991, on 1 January 1992, offered greater discretion in the disposal of these defendants, but fell short of many of the recommendations made by those advocating reform. As yet, too few cases have passed through the courts to highlight particular deficiencies in the unreformed parts of the Act, but the benefits are already apparent. Finally, some of the potential pitfalls of supervision and treatment orders and other disposals are discussed and an insanity case, dealt with under the new legislation, is presented.